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quick to observe mental ability or activity when it
is transmitted from progenitors, veiy few notice the
innumerable instances in which it is incidentally
developed by education or circumstances. It is a
matter of fact and observation that children who prac-
tise decorative arts, or any manual arts, are thereby
improved mentally and morally The consciousness
of being able to make something of value inspires
pride and confidence in their ability to master other
studies. For these reasons I believe that industrial
art should rank in education next to reading, writing,
aiithmetic, and geography, or rather with them, since
it conduces to mental development, and that it should
precede music and the other studies which are urged
as " essential."

It is a law with but little exception, that all the
minor arts, or such branches of industry as are allied
to taste or ornament, are very easy, and can generally
be so far mastered at a first lesson, when properly
taught, as to produce a perfectly encouraging result.
For this reason art should form the beginning of all
industrial education, because it is the only work easy
enough for mere children. It should be the first step.
And as it rapidly trains the pupils to understand that
several arts are really but a single art, or to regard
them as a whole, it is a good preparation to induce
them to consider the subdivisions of farm or household
labour, or of "a commercial business, as parts of an
unity There are many who 'will say that this is " too
theoretical" for children, but I am sure that it would
not be too much so for such children under fourteen
years of age as I have had from the public schools of
Philadelphia. But industrial work, to be taught even